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C'e‘orge Alfred Townsend, Famous Writer of Days Gone By

ATH" was a widely known

14

pen name, and perhaps

for two generations it

was the widest known

ben name, but as to that there may
be conflict of epinion.
the man who signed the
“Gath"” was not so well known as
his pen name, though there is noth-
ing extraordinary in that, for it was
“Gath” which readers saw in print
day after day for more than forty
years, and it was “Gath's” observa-
tions, comment and opinions which
men quoted, or which they appro-
priated, repeated and passed on as
their own However, as time went
by the name “George Alfred Town-
send” became extensively known and
the general run of people reading
newspapers came to understand that
“Gath” was George Alfred Townsend
or that George Alfred Townsend was
“Gath.” =
The span of the life of this
Was seventy-three years—from
te 1914. His period of writing cov-
ered fifty-four years, or from 1860
till death, and the active period of
his newspaper writing was from 1867
until the late eighties, and it may be
that some will say that his newspa-
per activties did not perceptibly de-
cline untll the nineties. Almost all
of that part of George Alfred Town-
send's career which marks him as a
conspicuous wman was passed in
Washington, though he made trips
to other parts of the world, and he
was an important figure here along
the streets, at the Capitol, in the
departments, in the hotel lobbies and
in those saloons where newspaper

man
1841

The name of
letters

natural and
it “brll-

Townsend.

It is easy,
clear.

People have called
liant,"” “racy,” “sparkling,” “scintil-
lating,”” ete., whatever those words
may mean as applied to a man's way
of writing. Mr. Townsend generally
chose Interesting subjects,
sented them in B way that stimulated
rather than choked your interest, and
when you finished one of his news-
paper stories you felt that you had
been entertained and had learned
something about the subject. Mr.
Townsend had a large vocabulary and
an ample knowledge of the values of
words, and he had the dmagination
and originality which enabled him
to employ worde out of their hack-
neyed relat'ons one to the other and
to make picturesque and striking

combinations of words which put his.

ideas across the page to the reader.

He was an impulsive man and azgres-
sive man and independent minded, and
he spon came to a point in the news-
paper business where he could afford to
declare his independence., To illustrate
this, Mr. Townsend either did not ad-
mire orTﬂosllively disliked James G.
Blaine. e reason for this i3 of no con-
cern to us. It might have been strictly
to us. It might have been strictly
personal, as something which Mr. Blaine
said to Mr. Townsend or about Mr.
Townsend, or something it was re-
ported that he sald, or something
which Mr. Blaine did to Mr. Townsend
or one of his friends, or someth!ng
which Mr. Blaine refused to do. or
something like that. Our antipathies
to men usually have some such foun-
dation. At any rate, Townsend's cor-
‘respondence in a democratic news-
paper took on a strong anti-Blaine
cast during the Cleveland-Bla'ne
campaign of 1884.

The owner of the demoecratic news-
paper really liked Blaine and did not
like Cleveland. and sending for Towns-

% . § . %
GEORGE ALFRED TOWNSEND (FROM THE BRADY-HANDY COLLEC-
TION), PHOTOGRAFH MADE BY BRADY ABOUT 1883

men, congressmen, government of-
ficers, official “had-beens” and citi-
zens prominent for one thing or an-
other, or not prominent at all, met,
drank and talked.
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GEORGE ALFRED TOWNSEND was
& newspaper writer whose work
as a correspondent and reporter was
eminent. It is hard to define the line
between these kinds of newspaper
work, or at least the writer of this

finds it a hard thing to do, and, per-
haps it will be perfectly satisfactory

to set it down that George Alfred|

Townsend was eminent as & reporter
who saw statesmen, politicians, public
men and private citizens of all shades
of belief and unbelief, listened to
them, reported what they said, or in-
terpreted what they wanted to say, or
divined what they thought but would
not say, and by hearing, digesting,
thinking and discarding, and by
studying the written words of men of
his own and other times came by such
a sum of knowledge and understand-
ing that in his work the reporter, the
essayist and the editor were accept-
ably eombined. TUsually these quali-
ties or qualifications are found in a
high-clasa reporter. He is reporter,
editor or easayist as the work re-
quires, but in George Alfred Town-
send's newspaper correspondence the
report, the editorial and the essay
wera blended.

George Alfred Townsend wrote
about twenty books and many poems,
which make up a volume. Most of
the books dealt with the same sub-
jects that he wrote of in the news-
papers, and the matter in those books
was not better written than hisnews
stories, several of the books evidently
being compilations of his press stories
and in some cases rewrites of them.
Some of his books were called “ro-
mances.” but they were narratives,
written from notes and observations
made by him while living in or travel-
ing through certain parta of the
country near Washington. Some
dealt with regions farther off. Of
course, these narratives may have
been “romances,” but they were of the
same texture and workmanship as his
newspaper stories, and his newspaper
stories, though often fanciful, were al-
ways factual, or as nearly so as Mr.
Townsend could get at the facts
without too much labor. Mr. Town-
send was a very industrious man, but
as his output of writing was very
large, 2 few facts, & large amount of
observation and opinion and a plenti-
ful mixture of essay were often the
ingredients of his stories.

is poetry or verse is a subject which
should be discussed by men who have
more than a superficlal knowledge of
that form of writi None of George
Alfred Townsend's ks made much
fmpress on the public and no Imprees on
what, for lack of a definite term, one
calls “literature.” His books, repeating
what he written for newspapers,
were accounted satisfactory and inform-
ing, and not even thoss men who were
fond of Mr. Townsend and his work
claimed, even after the death of Mr.
Townsend, that his books are espe-
clally noteworthy. There is in a num-
ber of them matter of permanent
value. Some contain a record of events
valuable because set down by a wit-
nesa.
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OME of his books hold narratives

obtained from other men and which
might not have been set down had it
not béen for the Indistry of Mr.
Townsend. If you think that litera-
ture is a matter of style, you perhaps

will be satisfled with the style of Mr,

world,

pocket,

end urged him to modify his letters,
saying that he (the democratic ed-
Itor) would give orders that the let-
ters should have the strong anti-
Blaine stuff edited out of them. Towns-
end refused to soften his comments
on Blaine's candidacy and would not
consent that his letters be revised. It
looked for a few minutes as though
the editor and correspondent of long
and amiable asssciation would split. At
length the editor said: *“Well, Towns-
end, don't write any politics for me
at all. I'll pay you what you are get-
ting now If you will write about any-
thing else.” That was the compro-
mise. Townsend's letters in that pa-
per were about all kinds of subjects
except the campaign, though in other
papers he kept up the fire of his anti-
Blaine sentiments.
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GEORGE ALFRED TOWNSEND was

a great newspaper correspondent
in Washington, and he served as &
correspondent with federal armies
during a part of the civil war and at
other times in Europe. The adjective
“great” covers a multitude of mean-
ings to a maultitude of minds. It is
used here a8 meaning that Townsend
had plenty of brains and ability,
splendid equipment ror his job, an ex-
traordinary followlng among news-
paper readerg and was a large money-
maker as a writer. There were Wash-
ington newspaper correup_ondents be-
fore Mr. Townsend's time, during his
life in Washington and now. who at
least equaled him, and perhaps ‘sur-
passed him in ability of expressio
in knowledge of history and govern-
ment, in familiarity with public men
and current measures, and whose nar-
ration and interpretation of events
were quite as valuable to newspapers
a8 Mr. Townsend's. As years went on
George Alfred Townsend built up a
background of information which in-
creased the worth of his current work,
but that is the case with many corre-
spondents,

George Alfred Townsend became ex-
tremely popular with a large body of
readers because he gave them “some-
thing different.” He ridiculed and
“roasted” many public men. There are
few public men or other kinds of men
who have not some loose joint in their
armor or some indiseretion In their
past. A writer who rips another man
up the back very easily gels a repu-
tation of being a “forceful and vigor-
ous writer,” and he very llkely is all
that. The public has to read and hear
go much praise and flattery of men in
high station that a little bit of de-
nunciation iz refréahing to them.
The sweet stuff of the writer who
never likes to give offense cloys the

public palate and when some writer

comes along and hands out fireworkas,
hot peppers, tobasco, lime juice and
sulphuric acid, and tells the public
that he does thie because it is hias
“hounden duty” and because of his
warm and sincere interest in publie
morals, the sanctity of the home, and
his intense yearning to defend and
uplift his fellow men, a large part
of the public *“falls” for it, shouts
hallelujah and amen, and buys the
papér. The ‘writer who delivers that
line of goods will always work up

a large following of readers. It is

the same with politicians. Let a poli-
tician yell loud enough that people
pre not so well governed as they

should be, that many of us have not

much money as We could
spend, that there is chaos in the
inequality in property and
eneral bedevilment, all of which can

cured by the enactment of a few
bills which he has in his walistcoat
there will always ba A cer-

he pre-’
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L EADER of the Old Guard of Newspaper Writers in Washington—Correspondent
*~During the Civil War—Reporter, Editor. Essayist, Poet and Scholar Combined.
“Gath,"” his Pen Name, a Byword for Many Years—Monument He Erected Among
| the Blue Ridge Mountains—Other Well Known “Journalists™ of the Last Century.

tain number of suckers who wlill
applaud that kind of bunk.
® w %k %k

IT is not to be denled that the con-

ditions complained against exist-
though there has been a marked
improvement during the centutries
and that Improvement has been
brought about by the progress of

education and enlightenment, by in-
telligent discussion and the play of
all those forces which have carried
and are carrying men's morals to a
better plane. In this work no agency
has played a more luminous part
than the free press. And the prog-
ress of the world is safe as long as
the press remains free or as-long
as enough of the press remains free
to expose that part which is not.
We have registered mighty progress
since the plebs of Rome journeyed to
the mons sacer; sgce Licinius Stolo
and Lucius Sextius set up the Licinian
Rogations and since the classic reform-
er Tiberius Gracchus was assassi-
nated and his brother Caius “chose
to dle by the hands of a faithful
slave rather than fall into the power
of his enemies.” We have had many
slumps, but we emerge and go for-
ward. It iz too much to expect that
social maladies of such long stand-
ing are to be cured by the off hand
remedies of vagrant politicians. They
have been often tried and found
wanting.

The Associated Press sent out the
following message Wednesday night
April 15, 1914:

“New York—George Alfred Townsend
a journalist, novelist and verse writer
of many years' activity, who was
widely know in America apd Eng-
land under the pen name of “Gath,”
died today at the home of his son-in-
law, E. F. Bonaventure, 318 West
106th street. He was seventy-three

years old and had been in falllng
health for three years."”
For forty years after 1567 Mr,

Townsend wrote a daily letter of from
two to four columns in length for the
Chicago Tribune and Cincinnati En-
quirer. It was as a signature for
those letters that he adopted the pen
name "“Gath,” by which he became
more widely known than by his own
name, In recent years Mr. Townsend
had contributed a Sunday letter to
the Boston Globe.

When he died Mr. Townsend was at
work upon Rkis memoirs which will
be published by his son-in-law, Mr.
Townsend came into intimate contact
with many world figures of whom he
has written. Among those with whom
he was closely associated at one time
or another were: Col Henry Watter-
son, Sir Henry M. Stanley, Whitelaw
Reid. many of the civil war generals
of both sides. all the Presidents with
few exceptions since 15860 and the
late King Edward VII, whom he ac-
companied on his tour of the United
States when Prince of Wales.

Mr. Townsend wrote many books.
He was an energeti¢g traveler in his
prime and went abroad nearly =a
dozen times, visiting almost every
country in Europe. His principal
property is an estate on the battlefield
of Crampton's gap, South Mountain,
Md., where a village has grown up
since he went there. He named the
village Gapland.

Besides his daughter, Mrs. Bona-
venture, Mr. Townsend is survived by
a son, George Alfred Townsend of
Fort Wayne, Ind.
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THESE are sort of side observations

as we go along with this nar-
rative and it should not be inferred
that the writer of this intends to in-
clude *Gath" in the class of those men
who attract a following by making
heedless and indiscriminate attacks
on other men. Gath assailed some
and praised many. He may have

been wrong both ways. Men often
are. Gath was probably right and
wrong in his estimate of men and
things in the same proportion as
other men of like ability, equipment
and temperament would be. Gath as-
sailed men he did not like and
prajsed men he liked, and there is a
good dcal of human nature in that
The point is, that It is not known
and not believed that Gath did these
things at the orders of any other
man.

Gath liked tp write of government
scandals, and we know that at the
close of the civil war and during the
aaministration of President Grant
there were enough scandals to keep
a prolific writer busy. Gath liked to
poke fun and satire at weak, valn
and Iincompetent statesmen, or those
whom he belleved to be weak, vain
and incompetent. If they were weak
and incompetent he showed them up.
If they were not., they remained
strong and competent in spite of
Gath, and no harm was done. Do not
get the Impression. from this that
Gath was principally a scandal mon-
ger. That would not be true. He
was a bright and companionable fel-
low and he had a great number of
friends in public office, in the news-
paper world and in private life. He
tried to be falr in his observations
and treatment of men and events
and he believed' he was falr, and
when he “went for” a public man he
believed he had he goods on him, and
as we look back into the late 60s,
the 70s and the early and mid 80s
there are many of us who believe
that Gath was right.

George Alfred Townsend died April
15, 1914, and The Star of Friday,
April 17, publishes as an editorial
the following:

“The death of George Alfred Town-
aend, known to two generationa of
readers as ‘Gath,” induces a sense of
sadness to an army. of people and a
sense of loss to an unusually large
number of ' personal friends, for
Gath's circle of acquaintance was
wide, encompassing men and women
prominent in every sphere of life,

“He was prolific anl versatile as
a writer of fact and fiction. His
style—and this he had—was rich and
at times exuberant. In phrase he was
deft, flexible and facile. His memory
was encyclopedic and Its archives
were so ordered that he could call
forth any of its contents by the
merest suggestion.. He had unusual
graces of language and resources of
information which made him one of
the most acceptable and widely read
newspaper correspondents,

“In addition to being a trenchant
rublicist his contributions to perma-
nent literature as historian, novelist
and versifier were considerable.”

the “Gath"” were
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IF memoirs of
published the man writing this
has not been able to find them. His
published works, as catalogued in
the Library of Congress, are:

Life, Crime and Capture of John
Wilkes Booth, with a Full 8ketch of
the Conspiracy of which he was the
Leader, and the Pursuit, Trial and
Execution of his Accomplices (1865).

Washington, Outside and Inside; a
Picture of the Origin, Growth, Ex-
cellencies, Abuses, Beauties and Per-
sonages of Our Governing City
(1873).

N_'aw Washington, or the Reno-
vated Capital; Reproduced from a
Series of Articles in the Washington
Chronicle (1874).

Monticello and' Its Preservation
Since Jefferson’'s Death, 1826-1903;
Correspondence of Gath—printed
1902 g

Houses of Bricks Imported from
England; read before the Columbia
Historical Socieéty at W, ington,
November 0, 1903, and published in
the records of that soclety.

Events at the National Capital
and the Campai of 1876; a com-
plete history and deseription of the
foundation and growth of our Fove
erning city, & deseription of the pub-

CRAMPTONS GAP, ON SOLUTH

.

THE MONUMENT TO CIVIL WAR CORRESPONDENTS AND ARTISTS,
ERECTED BY GEORGE ALFRED TOWNSEND AT HIS SUMMER HOME,

MOUNTAIN, NEAR THE BLUE RIDGE,

liec buildings and the manner of liv-
ing there, and a searching exposure
of the various jobs and scandals
which have excited public indigna-
tion (1876).

Swamp Outlaws, or the North
Carolina Bandits, being a complete
higtory of the Modern Rob Roy and
Robin Hoods (1872).

Bohemian Days, Paris (1880).

Campaigns of a Nen-Combatant
and His IRomance Abroad (1866).

Columbus in Love; in Lippincott's
Magazine (18393).

Katy of Catoctin, or
Breakers; a national romance (1886).

The Entailled Hat, or Patty Can-
non's Timesn (1384).

Losat Abrpad (1870).

Mrs. Reynolds and Mrs. Harrison;
a Romance (1890).

The Mormon Trials at Salt Lake
City (1871). '

The New World Compared with
the Old.(1869). .4+ ruq -1n

Tales of the Chesap f

Tales of Gapland.

Volyme of Poems.

Among the published works of Mr.
Townsend not listed above are “Life
of Garibaldi,” published in 1867;
“Life of Abraham Lincoln,” published
in 1867, and “President Cromwell, a
Drama.”

* ¥ % X

N Mr. Townsend's *“Washington

Outside and Inside,” published at
Cincinnati in 1873, is this dedicaﬁq'l:
“This book is inscribed to Edward
Cowles, Esq., editor of the Cleveland
Leader, who took the first letters I
wrote on politics and occurrences
from the city of Washington in the
year 1868, and who has always been
to me a considerate and thoughtful
friend."”

That would seem to place the be-
ginning of Mr. Townsend's work at
Washington in 18688, though it may
be that he was here in 1867, as Bome
men have said. Here follow Bome
chapter headings in Gath's ‘$Wash-
ington Outside and Inside,” set down
here with the belief that they will
glve you a hint as to the way Mr.

Townsend's mind inclined: *Credit
Mobilier Investigation in 1873 and
Eminent Men Affected by the Scan-

dal”; “How Washington Came to Be;
Was It a Job or & Compromise?’ Had
Gen. Washington Interested Motives
in Locating 1t?"" ™~ "Wrangles of the Land-
holders”; ‘"Architects of the Capitol and
Their Feuds”; “The Lobby and The
Gentry”; “A Running History of Gov-
ernment Scancals'; “Some Queer Peo-
ple in Washington.” Among these he
mentions Lorenso Dow and his wife
Peggy, Ann Royall .and an old resi-
dent of the name of Alexander, who, be-
cause of a clalm he professed to have
against the British government, was lo-
cally known as “The Earl of Sterl

and hereditary lleutenant governor of
Her Majesty in the provinces of Nova
Scotla, including New Brunswick and
upper and lower Canada.” He has
chapters on the New Year ceremonial
at ashington, the newspaper press
and ite relations with the government,
and interviews with two venerable
citizens whom he writes of as “Chria-
tian Hines, who remembers back to
1798, and Noble Hurdle, his cotem-

POrary.

The death of Mr. Townsend would
have been given much more space In the
press had it not been for the immengse
pressure on newspapers by the Mexi-
can situation. The day of Mr. Town-
gend’'s death Pres!dent Wilson ordered
the Atlantic fleet to Tampico and the
next it seemed that war between
Mexico and the United States was in-
evitable. - Newspapers were crammed
with dispatches about Huerta, Mex-
fcan affronts, salutes or no salutes,
Wilson's Iintentions, Wilson's advices
and advisers and plctures of warships,
bluejackets, officers, Navy  yards,
Mexican portAa and inland citles,
Mexican volcanoes, maps of the At-
lantic and Pacific, North America,
Central America, South America and
all that. No “follow-up" story of Mr.
Townsend's death telling of the
funeral was sent out of New York
or carried by any of the New. York
newspaperge whose flles were exam-
ifned by the man writing this. How-
ever, an old newspaper friend of Mr.
Townsend's in Washington (James
Rankin Young) furn!shed the Infor-
mation that Mr, Townsend ‘was buried
at Philadelphia in the Townsend fam-
ily lot in East Laurel Hill Cemetery.
now a part of Fairmount Park. In
that lot rest the ashes of the mother
and father of “Gath” and of his wife,
who was born Bessie Rhoadea of
Frankfort (Philadelphta), Pa., and
who died at Washington about 1902.

HE Cineinnatl Enquirer carried

this Thursday morning, April 18,
1914:

Alfred Townnsend, widely-known jour-
palist and author, who wrote for many years
under the pen name of “‘Garth,' died yesterday
at New York at the home of his son-in-law, E.

F. Bonaventure, He was seventy-three years old
and had been in poer hemlth for some time.

, Townsend went to r two
q!’l'n- u—:.\r““'"'wm
daughter. had been for some time
from geners! debility, Hardening of the r-
e wes given 83 the canss of death, g

Mr. Tewasmsd bogun Ais wreed

the Chain]

with the Philadelphin Inguirer in 1860, made A’

renutation as a war correspondent for the New.
York Merald and World on the bDattlefields of
the south und of the Austro-Prussian war, and
for nesrly half a century, under the pen name
of *"Gath,” wrete for the Ciocinoati Eaquirer
and many other papers daily letters which were
among the most widely read newspaper arti-
cles of the time.

His summer home was on his estate at Giap-
land, in Maryland, where the hattle of South
Mountain in the clvil war was fought.

If George Alfred Townsend had any
good reason for choovsing “Gath"” as a
en name the service of a biblical
scholar is needed to discover it. In
all the references to Gath in the O!d
Testament there seems nothing that
fite in with the work of Mr. Town-
send. Gath was one of the five roval
cities of the Philistines and the native
place of Goliath. It stood on a hill
now called Tell-es-Bafth at the foot
of the mountains of Judah ten miles
east of Ashbod, and ten miles south-
east of Ekram. Extensive ruins of
the city are to be seen. In the con-
quests of Joshua, eleventh chapter,
it is related that "“There was none
of the Anakims left in the land of
the children of Israel; only in Gaza, in
Gath, and in Ashnod, there remained.”
In the first chapter of the second
book of SBamuel is this: “And David

lamented with this lamentation over|

Saul and over Jonathan, his son: Also
he made them teach the children of
Judah the use of the bow: Behold it is
written in the book of Jasher. The
beauty of Israel is slain upon thy
high places; how are the mighty fall-
en; Tell it not in Gath, publish it not
in the streets of Ascalon; lest the
:I:sl.:gmer% of htthe Phrllistlnea rejoice,
e daughters of th -

cised triumph.” B neiEm
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IF‘ “GATH" came to Washington in
1867 he does not appear in the
Congressional Directory. In that
year the accredited correspondonts
were: “Reporters for the Press—Re-
porters’ Gallery of the Senate: J. B.
McCullough, New York Associated
Press; Joseph McFarland, Washing-
ton Chronicle; S P, Hanscom
Washington Republican; W. R. Col-
lins, Washington Star; T. B. Florence,
Washington Constitutional Union; F.

F:. McLaughlin, U. 8. and Kuropean
News Association; F. A. Richardson,

Baltimore Press Association; L. L.
Crounse, New York Times : Do W,
Bartlett, New York PFost: G. W.

Adams, New York World; S. Glen,
New York Herald; H. V. N’ Boynton,
Cincinnatl Gazette; James Rankin
Young, New York Tribune:; Uriah H.
Painter, Philadelphia Inquirer and
Chicago Republic; Sidney Andrews,
Chicago Tribune and Boston Adver-
tiser; W. W. Worden, Philadelphia
Ledger; Baltimore Sun and Cincinnatl
Enquirer; C. H. Folwell, Newark Ad-
vertiser; E. L. Andrews, New Orleans
Crescent; J. W. Fitch, Boston Post;
J. 8. Holland, New York Express; J.
H. Riley, Alta Californian; W. B.
Shaw, Boston Transcript and Chicago
Journal; Crosby S. Noyes, Philadel-
phia Telegraph; F. A. McoCartney,
‘Washington Intelligencer; Ben: Per-
ley Poore, Boston Journal; J. R, Wos-
ter, Charleston (Ill.) Courier; Frank
Smith, Mobile Tribune and Richmond
‘Whig; J. S. Franklin, Pittsburgh Dis-
patch; A. A. E. Taylor, Philadelphia
Presbyterian: W. H. Goddard, Indian-
apolis Gazette; B. A. Foriscth, Skan-
digavisch Post; Edward Shaw, Taun-
ton Gasette: Charles E. Mass, West-
licht Post; George Redway, Cleveland
Leader; Frank Y. Commeyers, Toledo
Commercial.

‘‘Reporters of the Press, Press Gal-
lery, House of Representatives: 0. K.
Harris, Washington Intelligencer;

Crosby 8. Noyes, Washington Even-
ing Star; T. M. Cook, New York Her-
ald; L. A. Gobright, New York Asso-
ciated Press; H. V. N. Boynton, West=
ern Republican Press; Horace White,
Chicago Tribune; T. D. Fiorence.
Constitutional Unfon; H. M. Flint,
New Orleans Picayune; R. J. Hinton,
Rochester Democrat and Worcester
Spy: M. L. Higgins, Saginaw Enter-
grtua: J. L. Wilson, Chicago Journal;
. M. Clark, Calro Demoecrat; J.: Q.
Thompeon, Indianapolis Journal; R.
K. Elliot, New York Express; J. Z.
Elliot, New York Observer; W. Hem-
street, Brooklyn Union; H. A. Brew-
ster, Rochester Union and Advertiser;
L. 8. Abbott, Wisconsin; W. H. D.
Morrell, Sacramentoe Union; L, Ches-
ter, Great Republic; R. Geddes, Balti-
more Gasette; D. F. Drinkwater,
United Press Association; and
Cameron, Kansas State Journal
George Alfred Townsend appears
first in the Congressional Directory
of 1870. The principal telegraphic
correspondents then were: George W.
Adams, Walter Allen, Finley Ander-
son, W. M. Barr, D. W, Bartlett, H. V.
Boynton, D. D.. Cone, W. P. Copeland,
L. L. Crounse, J. P. Foley, L. A. Go-
bright, John M. Morris, P. Morse, W.
G. rton, Charles A. Pillsbury, Ben:
Perley Poore, H. J. Ramsdell, Frank
A. Richardson, W. Scott Smith, Z. L.
White and James Rankin Young. The
Washington papers were represented
in the Capitol press list by I. N. =
rett, editor of the Herald; T. B. Flor-
ence, editor of the Gasette; D. C. For-
ney, Chronicle: John W. Forney, edi-
tor of the Chronicle; Tompkins. C.
Gray, Chroniole; James K. Harvey, the

Patriot; J. H. Hawes, the New Era;
W. C. MacBride, the Chronicle; W. J.
Murtagh, the Republican; Willlam
P. Baville, the Chronicle; Arthur 8hep-
herd, the Republican; A. B. Taleott,
the Patriot; Lucius Quentin Wash-
ington, the Patriot; Crosby 8. Noyes,
editor The Star; Bamuel H. Kauff-
mann, The Star, and K. F. Bolseau,

The Star.

IN 1871 George Alfred Townsend is
in the Congressional Directory as

editor of the Washington Capital and

correspondent of the Chicago Tribune.

His office is 428 11th street and his

residence 926 17th. His name Is in the

directories of 1872, '78 and '74 and in
1875 he appears, not as the repre-
sentative of the Chicago Tribune,
but as correspondent of the Cincinnati

X k * ¥

! Commercial and St. Louis Republican.

W. J. Vance is for the Tribune. He 18
not in the 1876 directpry, but reap-
pears in 1877 as correspondent of the
Cincinnati Enqguirer. He is in the

directory for the Enquirer 157K,

in
gressional Directory and ‘\-'. .
Bride. office Corcoran building
residence 1005 Sth etrect, appea
correspondent of the Cincinnati
quirer.

Mr, Townsend's name does not ap-
pear in the Washington directory of
1867 or 1868. He enters the directory
in 1869 as “George A. Townsend, au-
thor, residence 319 B street north.

as

‘].'4 1=

send, author,” but has moved to 926
17th strect northwest. There is no
change in 1871 and 1872. In 1873 it
i8 “George A. Townsend, correspond-
ent, New York Herald, 916 17th street
northwest.”” 1n 1874 the name appears
in black-face type and is “Gearge A.
Townsend, “journalist, Chicago "'I‘ri-
bune, 916 17th street northwest.” In
1875 it is, in ordinary type, “George
A. Townsend, correspondent, Chicago
Tribune,” and he has moved to 1020
17th street.  In 1876 he disappears
from the city directory. not to reap-
pear for many years till he buys the
house, long known as his Washington
home, No. 229 1st street northeast,
which was torn down at the time of
the bu‘lding of the Senate office build-
ing which covers ite site.

Tracing Mr. Townsend through di-
rectories vielded few facts about him,
but brought out some things which
The Star man believes interesting.
The Washington directory in the ’?0:9
began running a list of “journalists.”
Most men who do the writing on
newspapers like very little, or not at
all,” the term *“jourmalist.” Many of
them say/a “fournalist” i8 a man who
has no job 'on a newspaper; some de-
fine a “jouwnalist’ as & man who car-
ries 8 cape.and cannot write; some
say that & “journalist” Is & man who
borrows fhoney from  reporters, and
gome sav that a “journalist” is a man
Ywho waits for another fellow to get
the stuff apd write it and then signs
hiz own n e at the top of it. How-
ever, the directpryv calls us journal-
ists. In the directory those who get
into this list of journalists are nearly
all employed by out-of-town papers.
A few of the purely local men get

into the list. but they are generally
{ prominent editors and owners. The
| list. taken year by yvear, shows when
ifh“ﬁﬂ men came to Waghington, or
| vhen a local man beca attached
to an out-of-town newspa
| Washington office, but this tes
not infallible, hecause some men
served in Washington,
came back and were then put
ilist of journalists.
newcomers, though they may have
served in Washington before the be-
ginning of the list.
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ET us start with the year 1881 and
we find that the list contains
these names:

in the

George Adsms, Walter Allen, Byron An-
drews, Clarence arton, F. T. Rickford,
| Henry V. Roynton, Thomas J. Breonan, T. W.
Iick Hullock, Frank A. Burr, J. N. Burrett,
8. P. Butler, John M, Carson, James B. Cham-
bers, jr.; Edward P. Clark, Belden N. Clark,
William H. Clark, David-H. Cone, William P.
Copeland, J. V. Crocraft, Theron C. Crawford,
P. V. Deliraw, George Iougiass, Fred W.

I.. Elljot, F. P. Ferris, . Fiteh, Edwin
Fleming, D. C. Forney, A. M, Gitson, W. §.
Gilman, F. A. ¢, Handy, 0. K. Harris,
mund Huodeon, W. B. Hutchins, Emma James,

G, Kimball, William C. MacBride, J.
n. R. McRee,

well, Q.
B. MeCarthy, Page MeCarty,
H. B. F.
Murray, Henry L. Nelson, Crosby 8.
Co M

A, Taul. W. P. DPhillips,
H. A. Preston, H. J. Ramsdell,
il:il-'l.d, Ntto  einecka,

Ben. Perley Poore,
H V.

i B. Bhaw, Arthur Shepherd,
Harold Snowden, A. M, Soteldo, jr.; A. B,
cott, (lifford Warden, George Wardman, L. Q
Washington, W. A. West,
Charles H. Willinms, James Rankin Young.

before the civil war.
the next year, 1882,
these names among the newcomers:

Willlam Ayxdelitte, E. W. Axres,
Barry. William Burhanos, William
tieorge 1. Gilliland, William H.
Lura M. Ormes, M. F. Pilgrim, George W.
Rouzee and G. H. Walker.

1853—-W. E. Rarreft,

Carpenter, E.

Fannje K.

Carthy.
Miller, Charles

John 1. Barkman, Julia
Frank 1I. Trusdell.

1885—John  Alden. James W.
Boyle, E. W. Hrady,

Dingley,

ridge. Cicern W. Harris, Charles J. Hayes,
Perry 8. Heath, Robert F. Larper, E. W.
Leightoer, Charles Nordhoff, M. G.
dorff, Walter Stevens, Richard H. Bylvester,
James ;. Thompson, Juliue A. Truesdeil and
Robert J. Wynpe.
1886—George A, Glavis,

Frank T. Hawe,

lin P. Morgan, Charles T. Ralston,
John 8. Shriver.
A. Conant, Henry E. Eland,

188T—(Charles
Sherbourne G. Hopkins, Charles P. Hunt,
Kincaid, Frederick D.

. D. Bale,

Charles E.
Charles M. Pepper, Alfred J.
J. Wilbar,

1888 —William Carne, Willlam A. Croffut,

Bpofford.
1880—8t. John Appo. George (. RBain, F.
Richard Lee Fearn, Jay F. Durham,

J. Lampton, Francis Loomis,
Lowe, John McLean,
Charles  W. Metzgar, J. B. Pavne, Cli
N. Thom, , Wailter Wellman, H. L. W

1880—Marshall H. Coshing,

Decker, Edgar J. Glbson, Frank D.

McBween, Charles
Noyes, Thomas C.
Roberts, Maurice Splain, Beriah
C. Williams, Frank Woodlmr{‘

1801—HRaplie Cheshire, Robert W. Dutten,

Irvine Matthews, Richard Oulaban.

1882—Addison Atkine, Wiliam R. Bell,
Albert Chapline, Alfred J. Clarke,
Gardiper, Jamea 8. Henry, Charl
Jerry A. Matthews, William G.
Van Antwerp.
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fleld not in the list of 18%3:
William E. Anain,

F. Dawson, James A.

BEdward 0ldh

0'Loughl
Bchroeder,

) in,
Patterson, Heginald Allan

Btadden.
Turning back to 1894, The Star

cept the
e-find

w g¢ A

[but I

In 1870 he is still “George A. Town-[

r's
is

went away,

They appear as

dent,” at the same address, and in 1898
and 1899 “George A. Townsend, jr."
is an employe of the Library of Con-
gEress. In 1916 the old Townsend
house ir occupied by Willlam J. Plater,
an employe of the Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing.

Knowing that James Rankin Young,
veteran correspondent, retired, had
long been a friend of George Alfred
Townsend, The Star man sought him
at his home, 1204 K street, and what
follows is in substance what Mr.
Young said:

“Townsend was a remarkable man
in many ways. He was a prolific
writer on a varlety of subjects, had |
& keen intellect, strong power of ob-
servation, a sense of the dramatic, a
richly stored mind and a wonderfully
retentive memory. He was a sociable
man and liked to talk, but he talked
about things and men and not about |
himself. Some men said he talked |
too much, but we all agreed that his
digecourse was interesting and inform-
ing. He was a temperate man, but |
we often met in those old Washington
galoons where there were chairs and
tables, drank, smoked and talked, and
Townsend as chiel spokesman always
had a group about him.

“] remember that when he came to
Washington in the late sixties he
boarded at & house on the north side
of Indiana avenue near the old Tre-
mont house. Mark Twain, then writ- |
ing fugitive letters, also boarded
there and among the other boarders
were J. H. Riley of the Alta Califor-
nian, a very brizght and learned man,
and H. J. Ramedell. I was young, |
was welcome and found the
company very aszreeable. Repartee,
story and aneedote tflowed freely.

“At a later time Townsend kept

1 sars from the (on-!house on the north side of F street
in JRID ED Cerwe *. Mac-| west of Seventeenth.
and |

Several news-
paper men lived in that block and on

R. T. Colburn. Joel Cook, T. M. Cook.
Crelghton, T. M. (ash, F. G. Chapmas, }
Church, G. W. Clurke, John A. Cockerii.
L. L. Crounse, E. Cuthbert, N. Davidson, W.
E. Davis, E. F. DeHyse, J. P, Dunn, D. & M.
Eaton, . H. Furrell, J. C. Fitgpatrick, It. .
Francis, T. B. Glover, T. C. Grey, (. il
Griffen, Charles G. Halploe, C. Hanpem. i.
Harding, €. H. Hart, J. Hasson, John Hay, %
Hayes, L. A, Hendricks, A. R. Henry. .
Henry, V. Hickok, A. 8. Hill, G. W. Hosur
E. H. House, A. Houston, W. P. Isham, 1.
Keim, W. H. Kent, Thomas W. Knox, F.
laong, B. T. McAlpine, Richard ©. McCorale,
Joseph B. McCullagh, W, H. Merriam, J. Il
Norcross, Crosby 8. Noyes, G. H. Osboruc
B. ¥. Osborn, G. A. Page, Nathsnlel Poce
U. H. Painter, Count de Paris, A. Paul, E. A,
Paul, E. Peters, Henry J, Raymond, Wit
law HReid, Albert D. Hichardson, W. IL
Munkle, 0. G. Bawyer, W. F. G. Shank-
R. H. Shelly, George W. Smalley, Henry M.
Stanley, Ed d . Btad J B. &t 1
son, W. H. Stiner, Willlam Bwinton, R. Ii.
Hyivester, Benjamin F. Tayxlor, George Alfrd
Townsend, B, ., Truman, Henry Villard, J. 11
Vosburg, E. M. Wallazs, J. 8. Ward, =: 1
Ward, F. Watson, E. D. Westfall, F. |
Wilkie, Sam Walkerson, F. Wilkivson, A. \
Williams, J. . Wilson, T. . Wilson, Ju
Russell Young, and W. Young.

On three tablets are cut the names
of civil war artists and they ar
classified as “Army Artists,” “South-
ern,” and “Artists.” The army artisi.
are:

J. A. Becker, F. Beard, H. Bensancon. A.
Borghaus, T. E. H. Bonvill, 8, 8. Davie,
IMeiman, G. G. Ellsburg, 8. Fox, €. E, Hillen,
R. B. Hough., J. F. yeock, A, MeCallom.
W. R. McComas, E. F. Mullen, Fred Bhel.
W. L. Bheppard, J. 8. Trevier, G. F. William>,
a

| W. Waud

The southern artists are:

P. W. Alexander, Durant Daponte, James
B. Rener, ¥. (. Defoplaine, W. Shepardson,
I, C. Jeukins, George W. Oloey, George Peiry

| and Henry Watterson,

Those “Artists”
are:

Matthew B. Brady., W. T. Crane. F. 0. U
Tariey, Henry Mosier, Theodore P. Dav.

listed simply as

GEORGE ALFRED TOWNSEND (FROM THE BRADY-HANDY COLLEC-

TION), PHOTOGRAFH MADE BY BRADY, ABOUT 1876

Joseph Macfarland, New York Herald

ton Chronicle and father of Henry B.
F. Macfarland—Henry Boyvd Floyvd
Macfarland, T believe it is. Another
was William P. Copeland, a very
witty man., representing the
York Journal of Commerce. Further
up the row lived Don Piatt, long
noted in local
Piatt and Townsend started

Bddy, E. . Edwards, Henry R. Eiliot, Jared |

Ed-

De B, R. Keim. George Kennan, George Kelle-

Macfariand, A. I. Muadd, Charles T.
Noyes,
Ogden, J. 8. Pagand. Uriah Painter, E.

Red-
Frank A. Richardson,
Frank D), Hoot, J. M, Barvis, Louis Schade, W,
W. Seott SmI't_u;.

al-

E. B. Wight,

Many of the men in that list were
old-timers whose service began long
Take the list
and we catch

Dave 8.
Chase,
McArdle,

Henry De Witte,
Churles A. Hamilton, David D. Lloyd and Ja-

coh J. Noah.
1884—0, P. Austin. Charles A. Bornton,
! Rosa A. PBraendle, Thomas Brooke, Frank

;. Dunnell, Oscar Hatton, Ed-
win M. Hood, Martha D. Lincoln, Helena Me-
Marchant, Frank AMarkle,
X.
Roberts, 0. 0. Stealey, Charles F. Towle and

Allison, John
H. Coaquest Clarke,
William E. Curtis, Frank A. Depuy, Edward
Willihm B. Dobson, Florence Dun-
can, George E. Earles, Simon F. Flyan, Co-
lumbus Freeman, Ben. P, Gaines, Jules Guth-

Secken-
Charles W. Knapp, Francis E. Leupp, Frank-

k Mussey,
Btofer, Jerome

Smith D. Fry, Charles A. Merillat, Henry S.

A. Carle, Louis A. Coolidge, Arthur J. Dodge,
Louis
Garthe, Charles Garthy, Charles T. Grandy,
Albert J. Halford, Frank H. Hosford, William
Maurice A.
N. 0. Messenger,
'ord
Rose, John L. Steel, John T. Suter, Howard

Hatton,
Lang, McCubbin Lingan, Archibald

W. Macupe,
Noyes, Elmer
Wilkins, John

William J. Dwyer, Kate Field, Luther Little,

Cornellns
es E. Kioeber,
Bterrett, J. B,

SI{IPPING the directories of 1833

and 1894 and reading 1895 one
finds “George A. Townsend, journalist,
229 1st street northeast,” and these
names of newcomers in the ntwspaper

Archibald W. Bautt,
Halford,
Lockwood, Francis Mattiogly, J.

lllmﬂid called it a “memorial to the corre-
Siausson, William Wolf 8mith and Corry M.

finds Mr. Townsend at his new-hou.ﬁt
home, 229 1st street mortheast, and
there he is registered each year from
1854 to 1914, the year of his death, ex-

Washington Sunday Capital Next
door to Piatt lived Townsend and
next door beyond Townsend lived
George 0. Seilheimer of the New York
Herald.
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uTOW‘.\'SE.\‘D was
confidence in himself. You
might call him energetic and re-|
sourceful.

that side of the street. One was ! Frank §hell, Ed. Forbes. J."S. J:mt.

correspondent, editor of the Washing- | Mot 1ot Dave 5 Bisather

New ;

tand Mary
a man of great, Townsends were Quakers. George Al

He had that push which]schw] in February, 1860.

Al
Waud, Henry Love, H. iszitelly, Artic
Lumsey, J. E. Teylor, F. H. Mason, Larkin «

Near the correspondents and art
ists’ memorial are tablets erected b:
the battlefield commission which tel
the story of the fighting on this
ground and the neighboring gaps in
September, 1862, and also near the

newspaper annals |correspondents’ memorial is a marke:

the | set up to commemorate the valor of

the 1st New Jersey Brigade, which
lost forty killed and 134 wounded al
that point, September 14, 1862.
George Alfred Townsend was born
at Georgetown, Sussex county, Dela
ware. July 30, 1841, son of Stephen
(Milburn) Townsend. The

fred attended academies at Newark.
Del., and Chestertown, Md., and was
graduated from the Philadelphia HD;‘hh
n 1

carries men on, and for & long time he | after his graduation he went to work

was the biggest earning co.respondent

in Washington, his income from his}

newspaper letters being estimated at
$20,000 a year,
reporter on the Philadelphia Inquirer

he married Miss Bessie Rhoads of the |

Frankfort section of Philadelphia.
They had three children. One died
young. One was Genevieve, who mar-
ried Mr. Bonaventure, & Frenchman
and a dealer in rare books om 5th
avenue, New York. He is dead. The
other child was George Alfred, who
after leaving the Library of Congress
weént out as a traveling salesman. 1
have lost sight of him.

“It was in the mid or late B80s
that Townsend bought the property
at Crampton’s Gap, South Mountain,
which he called Gapland. He had
heen through that country with Mec-
Clellan’s army and probably formed
an attachment for it in 1862. While
living there in summer he would
drive about the country, or ride
horseback, collecting material for let-
ters and stories on the historic places
and historic associations of the re-
gion. and he wrote many stories
about Antietam, South Mountain,
Frederick, 8harpsburg, Hoonsbors, Har-
pers Ferry and Charles Town. The
John Brown subject was one in which
he was much interested and about
which he knew a great deal. The
John Wilkes Booth story was another
one which seemed to grip him. He
followed Booth’s trail through south-
ern Maryland, across the Potomac and
Rappahannock to the Garrett farm,
and talked with most persons who
had any knowledge or connection
with the great tragedy.”

West of the Monocacy river in
Maryland is a range of mountains
running north and south. These are
the Catoctins. Five miles west of
the Catoctins you come to the main
range of the Blue Ridge. In this
ridge five miles north of the Potomac
is Cramptons Gap, and the continua-
tion of the Blue Ridge north from
Crampton Gap is called South Moun-
tain. Crossing this part of the Blue
Ridge north of the Potomac are four
passes, the first from the Potomac
being Brownsville Gap, the next
Cramptons, the third Foxs Gap, and
the fourth Turners Gap, which Is
sometimes called Dahigren Gap, from
Dahlgren Church, which stands by the
roadside, and that road is one of the
important ones in the Washington re-
gion. It is the Frederick and Boons-
boro pike. On historic SBouth Moun-
tain, at Crampton’s Gap, George Al-
fred Townsend built his summer
home. Through that gap passes a
road connecting the Middletown wvalley,
east of Bouth Mountain, and Pleasant
Valley, on the west.
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Y the side of that road in the gap.
and” commanding a grand view
east and west, Mr. Townsend erected
the tall, wide structure, a picture of
which {8 shown on this page, and

spondents and artists of the civil war."”
rved on this monument are
names :r the following civil war cer-

respondents:
Finley Andersom, J. N. As;ley.!:l-l: l;—
, T, Bernard, George . s .
a‘:lﬂ. .“l;. ., A, H. Hodman,
G. Bower, H. V. Baynton, Junius %‘

eare 1906 and 13090. Im 1806
Townssud, jr,. stu~

When he was a young |

as a reporter on the Philadelphia In-
quirer. On the outbreak of the clvil
war ne went with the New York Her-
ald and was with McClelland's army
In the peninsula campaign agalnst
Richmond, and the western Maryland
campaign. and with Pope's army in
the campaign which ended with the
second Bull Run and Chantilly.

-
Story of Southside Ivy.
HE original American Ampelopsis
veitchii grows in Washington.
You may see it in the National
Botanic Garden. It is the ancestor
of millions of vines that wreath their
greenery about the United States, and
descendants of this old vine are plen-
tiful in Washington. It may be that
vou are not acquainted with the words
“Ampelopsis wveitchil.” Everybedy Is
familiar with the plant, but mnot
evervbody knows its name. It is the
vine or the winclike plant that cov-
ers 20 many of the walls of Wash-
ington and veils 820 much of the brick
and mortar, stone and marble of the
whole United States.
In spring and summer the vine is

glossy green. and In autumn its
leaves, which somewhat resemble
those of the grape, turm red and

russet, and after too much frost they
fall. Sometimes it is mistakenly callec
“ivy,” a&nd its popular names are
“Boston ivy,” “southside ivy.,” “Japan
ivy,"” **Chinese ivy"” and wvarious othe:
names. In late summer and autumnr
it bears millions of blue-black ber-
ries about the size of that wild graps
which we call the “chicken grape.”
This plant is a native of the orient
and grows extensively in Japan, China
and the Himalaya region. At some
remote time it was introduced into
England. It is closely related to the
grape and is related in some degree
to our familiar Virginia creeper
which, by the way, is officially called
“Ampelopsis quinguefolia,” or five-leaf
“ampelopsis.” “Ampelopsis” is & com-
bination of the Greek words “ampe-
los,”. or vine, and "opsis” or re-
semblance, which means that the bot-
anists do not class it as a true vine,
but as a plant which resambles a
vine.

The late William R. Smith, who for
half a century was superintendent of
the National Botanic Garden, brought
peeds and cuttings of this vine 1o
the United BStates about I857. He
took the seeds and cuttings from an
old plant in the city of Blough, i
Bucki shire, about ten milm
northeast of Windaor. Slough we.
the site of Sir Willlam Herschel's "
servatory, and It was close to that
historic spot where Mr. Smith ob-
tained the seeds and cuttings. Re-
turning to Washington, Mr. Smith set
out one cutting of the plant en the
south side of a small brick bullding
which stands near the west end of the
Botanic Garden. There it grows to-
day. This plant flourished and year
after year for half & century Mr.

the Smith sent seeds n.n:f enwood aad
of the Unl{ﬁhgnu. Memberz of

Congress sent hundreds of thousands

f packag
i‘l’tltulnu. And that 18
30, bon

es of the seeds to thelr con-
brief aketch
came to bo

ow “southside 1
in this ©

R




